1.
Decide how you are going to test the strength of the hair. Are you going to add one clip at a time?
2. Predict how many weights or paper clips you think the hair will be able to carry. If you put a ruler behind the hair you can measure how much the hair will stretch before it breaks. If possible, have a look at the hair under a microscope before and after breaking. Can you see any differences?
3. Can you find a thread or string which is as strong as hair? Does it behave in the same way as hair when it is stretched? Does the colour of the hair affect how strong it is?
4. Some people dye or bleach their hair, could you devise an experiment to see if these processes affect the strength of hair?
Useful Questions
• What is hair made of?
• All mammals have hair all over their bodies. Why do you think this is important?
• When you are cold what happens to the tiny hairs on your skin?
• Why is this effective in keeping you warm?
• Why is it important to tie hair back when preparing food or working in a science laboratory?
• We also have hairs in our noses. Why do you think this is important?
Hair Today!
